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ABSTRACT - In this study, findings from the site at Hamzan Tepe will be evaluated, and the simila-
rities and dissimilarities emphasized by a comparison with the nearby PPN sites. In particular, the
Jfocus is on the unearthing of two round planned buildings by treasure hunters as a new discovery
and the presence of these two building as the first round planned civic architecture elements in the

Urfa region.

1ZVLECEK - V razpravi predstavljamo in analiziramo podobnosti med najdbami s Hamzan Tepe in
sosednjih najdisc predkeramicnega neolitika (PPN). Posebno pozornost namenjamo odkritju dveh
zgradb z okroglimi Horisi. Odkrili so jih lovci na zaklade in predstavijata prve profane arhitekturne

elemente v regiji Urfa.
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Introduction

The site at Hamzan Tepe - which was first discove-
red in 2000 during the Sanlwrfa Culture Inventory
- lies within the city boundaries of Sanlwrfa (for-
merly Urfa and in ancient times, Edessa) in south-
eastern Turkey as the cornerstone of the Fertile
Crescent. Hamzan Tepe is now located 10km south
of modern $anlwrfa city center. Like Gobekli Tepe,
Karahan Tepe and Sanlwrfa-Yeni Mahalle PPN sites,
Hamzan Tepe also lies in the high plateaus on the
edge of Harran Plain (Map 1).

During surveys of Hamzan Tepe in 2000, pools cut
into the bed rock and plenty of flint stone tools were
determined. By means of these findings it is under-
stood that this site was used as a settlement both
in the Lower Palaeolithic and Pre-Pottery Neolithic
Periods. Also, a T-shaped pillar which is also familiar
through Nevali Gori and Gobekli Tepe was found.
As a result of a new survey in 2010, new round plan
architectural remains excavated by treasure hunters
found out.

DOI: 10.4312/dp.37.22

Location

The settlement at Hamzan Tepe is located approxi-
mately 600 meters above sea level at 0 482 41 50
North-South (X), 0 410 42 41 East-West (Y).

The settlement was constructed on bed-rock, in a
mountainous region called the Fatik Mountains (Fig.
1). In this region, without water sources, there is a
high number of calcerous rocks formed as a conse-
quence of erosion. The preserved part of the settle-
ment covers an area of approximately 5000m2. On
the northern edge is the large city dump of Sanlur-
fa. Harran Plain, the most important plain of the re-
gion lies about 1km east of the settlement. There are
plenty of flint-stone faces on the southeastern edges
of Hamzan Tepe. About 400m west of the settlement,
there are basalt blocks.

Considering the flint finds from the survey, it is es-
timated that Hamzan Tepe was used as a temporary
open air site in the Lower Palaeolithic and as a minor
settlement in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic (Celik 2004.
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3-4). The reason for using
this site in both periods is
probably due to the proximi-

)l 2 {\ L

ty of the settlement to Harran
Plain and the flint bulks cove-
ring around an area of 300m?
next to it. The flint stone finds
were plentiful all around the
site, some 250 per 1m2. As a
result, the site where Hamzan
Tepe was settled offers an
ideal environment for satisfy-
ing the need for flint and ba-

salt.
Finds

Hamzan Tepe seems to have

been inhabited in two differ-
ent periods. Thus, we prefer
to separate the small finds
according to their period. Ac-
cordingly, we will interpret
the material in two different
groups as Neolithic and Pala-
eolithic. The Palaeolithic is re-

presented by 29 (17.2%), and
the Neolithic by 140 (82.8%)
small finds. The total finds having the features of
tools from both periods is 169.

Pre-Pottery Neolithic assemblage

The architectural remains from the settlement are
quite poor. The ground level begins from the bed
rock changes between 20 and 80cm. This gave occa-
sion to moving away the architectural units in an area
with very little soil. Supporting this
idea are the holes on the surface
with the diameters changing between
40 and 50cm and with the depth of
8 and 10cm. It is assumed that these
holes were made in recent times, be-
cause the binder dust quarries are
located 2km east of the settlement,
where the production of gravel used
for the construction of motorways
takes place. In these quarries, calce-
rous rocks are taken from the region
as raw material crushed in gravel
making machines. This is also why
there is very little removable calce-
rous rock in the Fatik Mountains
where the settlement is located.
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Map 1. The site at Hamzan Tepe.

Next to a wall constituted of a few stone rows on the
surface, an in-situ T-shaped pillar which was partly
excavated by the treasure hunters was found (Fig. 2).
We know of similar T-shaped pillars from Nevali
Gori, Gobekli Tepe, Adryaman-Kilisik (Hauptmann
2000.Abb. 8-10; Verhoeven 2001.9, Fig. 1a-d) Se-
fer Tepe (Celik 2006.23-25) and Karahan Tepe. The
Hamzan Tepe pillar, with a width of 50cm and thick-
ness of 20cm, mostly resembles ante T-shaped pillars

Fig. 1. Hamzan Tepe settlement and garbage dump.



Hamzan Tepe in the light of new finds

Fig. 2. An in-situ T-shapped pillar.

on the walls of Nevali Cori temple (Hauptmann
1993.4bb. 7) and to the pillars in the phase II of G6-
bekli Tepe (Schmidt 2002.24-25, Fig.I). Further-
more, it shares similar features with numerous pil-
lars at Karahan Tepe (Celik 2000.7). The presence
this pillar in the settlement indicates that the cus-
tom of building with T-shaped pillars - which can be
observed at settlements like Gobekli Tepe, Nevali
Cori, Karahan Tepe, Sefer Tepe and Adiyaman-Kilisik
- was resumed here.

As a result of a second visit to Hamzan Tepe in 2010,
two new round plan architectural remains were un-
earthed by illicit excavations. One of these buildings
is destroyed and its presence can only be understood
from the wall blocks (Fig. 3). The

In the part of the area again un-
earthed by illicit excavations, where
the ground level has been uncove-
red (Fig. 5), there are small holes
constructed with the pool building
technique on the bed rock, placed
side by side to form a circle (Fig. 6).
The diameter of these holes is about
10 cm, and the depths vary between
5 and 8cm. Immediately adjacent to
these holes are three circle-like pools
cut into the bedrock (Figs. 7 and 8).
There are similar examples with a
diameter of 1.5-3m and a depth of
40-60cm in pools found in the
northern and southwestern parts of
Gobekli Tepe (Beile-Bohn et. al.
1998.47-50, Abb.20; Hauptmann
1999.Fig. 32) and eastern and north-
ern parts of Karahan Tepe (Celik 2003.44-45).

Technology and typology

Hamzan Tepe was abundant in flint stone finds dated
to the Early Pre-Pottery Neolithic, and a few obsidian
finds were also found. Most of these flint and ob-
sidian finds relate to the blade industry. There were
140 small finds from this period - Byblos and Nem-
rik points, bifacial cores, stone bowl fragments, flat
axes made from river pebbles, and pestle fragments
of basalt and obsidian.

There were 134 lithic artefact finds flint and obsidi-
ans, of which 132 (94.4%) are flint, while 2 (1.4%)

other building was found in a stable
condition, with only its interior part
approaching bed rock being destro-
yed (Fig. 4). The diameter of the
stable one is about 4.5m. The wall
stones constitute a single row, each
of them being about 1m high and
30-40cm thick. There are no similar
buildings constructed with this buil-
ding technique, but the round plan
is an architectural tradition that can
be seen in settlements of the Early
Pre-Pottery Neolithic (Sicker-Akman
2001.389-394). 1If we set aside the
round plan communal buildings in
Gobekli Tepe, this building in Ham-
zan Tepe settlement is the first
round plan civic building in the Urfa
region.

Fig. 3. One of the building is destroyed and its presence can only
be understood from the wall blocks.
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are obsidian. Sorting by their han-
dlings, the biggest proportion of flint
cut stone tools are blades. The length
of these blades varies between 14.5
and 4.5cm, the width between 5.7
and 1.4cm and the thickness between
2.2 and 0.4cm. On the other hand,
the length of flakes varies between
6.8 and 5cm, while width ranges be-
tween 5 and 2.5cm, and thickness
between 1.4 and 0.7cm.

There are twenty-two flint stone tools
(16.6%) in the whole group of flint
finds. The flint stone tools com-
prised fifteen arrowheads (68.2%),
two perforators (9%), one end scra-
per (4.6%), one spearhead (4.6%)
and three hammers (13.6%). The proportion of
arrowheads in the well-qualified finds is greater the
others. Other than the lithic tools made of flint,
there are no obsidian tools. The obsidian finds con-
sist of two blade fragments (see Tabs. 1 and 2).

The proportion of obsidian in lithic finding group
is about 6.1% with respect to flint stone. As raw ma-
terial well qualified flint stones were used. Surveys
have revealed some flint deposits immediately ad-
jacent to the site, with both bipolar and unipolar co-
res being found.

Regarding the range of colours of the flint finds,
forty-five are grey (34.1%); thirty are dark grey
(22.7%); twelve are brown (9.1%), forty (30.3%) are
light brown, and five (3.8%) cream/beige.

About 71% of tools that have blades as blanks have
bipolar technology and their cross-sections are tra-

- Hamzan Tepe Flint Stone Finds

(45)
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FlintStone  Blade Flakes  Cores and core
Tools rejuvenation
fragments

Tab. 1. Hamzan Tepe flint stone finds (n = 132).

Waste product
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Fig. 4. Building was found in a stable condition, with only its inte-
rior part approaching bed rock being destroyed.

peze. Some 29% were taken from a unipolar core,
and are triangular in cross-section.

Two of the cores are bipolar, and two are unipolar;
all are of light brown. Cores of similar colour were
at Gobekli Tepe (Beile-Bohn et. al. 1998.54) and Ne-
vali Gori (Schmidt 1988.162).

While the blade debitages of the bipolar technology
cores are 1.6 and 1.2cm wide, the blade debitages of
the unipolar technology cores are 2.4 and 1.3cm
wide (Fig. 9.1-2). The proportions of trapezoid cross-
section blades in the tools with blade blanks is 58%,
while the proportion of triangular cross-section bla-
des is 42%. In Hamzan Tepe, with the sum of seven
(21.2 %) cores and core rejuvenation fragments are
very rare in the whole group of flint stone findings.
Only four of them (57.2%) are cores. Apart from
these, three (% 42.8) strap blade fragments the one
of which is concave (Fig. 9.3-4).

The group of flint and obsidian finds consisted of
fifteen arrowheads, one spearhead, two perforators,
one end scraper, three hammers, twenty-five blades,
forty-five flakes, thirty-three waste products, and se-
ven cores and core rejuvenation fragments.

Examining the flint tools in terms of typology, it is
clear that there are tool types from the Pre-Pottery
Neolithic, with arrowheads being most abundant.
The most significant of these are the Byblos and
Nemrik types. The tools other than these comprise
spearheads, perforators, end scrapers and a ham-
mer. Of these sixteen heads, one is a spearhead,
eight are Byblos arrowheads, two are Nemrik type
(Fig. 9.17-18) and five are unidentified arrowhead
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Fig. 5. In the part of the area again unearthed by illicit excava-
tions, where the ground level has been uncovered.

fragments (Fig. 9.13-16). There were eight exam-
ples of Byblos type arrowheads (Fig. 9.5-12). Their
lengths vary between 8.6 and 4.5cm, with widths
between 2.1 and 2cm, and thickness between 0.6
and 0.7cm. The dorsal and ventral surfaces of the
haft of one of these samples were retouched alterna-
tely. On one side of another sample’s haft, one side
was dorsally flattened, while the other sides were
ventrally retouched alternately. There were six frag-
mented arrowheads (Fig. 9.7-12). Of these, three
hafts and three haft and body parts were found.
Three were retouched ventrally. Retouches on two
examples can be seen dorsally and ventrally on haft.
The haft of one of them was retouched inverse alter-
nately. One of these arrow heads was formed on a
blade which had been taken from a unipolar core
and seven on a blade from a bipolar core. Five light
brown, two light grey, and one grey flint stone were
used as raw material. Four of these have trapezoid
and four have triangular cross-sections. Similar ar-
rowheads were found at Gayonii (Coskunsu 1999.

Hamzan Tepe Flint Stone Tools

16 3
14
12
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4 2) %136
%9 (1) (1)
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Arrowheads Perforators  Spearhead End scraper Hammer

Tab. 2. Hamzan Tepe flint stone tools (n = 22).

41a), Nevali Gori (Schmidt 1988.
Abb. 11.5, 12.3, 14.2) and Gobekli
Tepe (Beile-Bohn et. al. 1998. Abb.
23.2). The heads with ventrally re-
touched hafts and points have partly
and dorsally retouched haft and
point. The handling of this trapezoid
cross-sectioned blade head was from
a bipolar blade core. A light grey flint
was used for the other arrowhead;
part of the point is missing. This ar-
rowhead with all sides dorsally re-
touched, is trapezoid in cross-section.
Generally, this type of arrow heads
dated to the Early Phase B of Pre-Pot-
tery Neolithic, 8500-7500 BC (Koz-
fowski 1999.40-42, Fig. 1).

Unidentified points are represented by five samples
(Fig. 9.13-16). Considering their blade width and
thickness, they are the upper parts of either arrow-
heads or spearheads. Nothing is known about their
forms. On their retouches, it is observed that two are
ventrally, two are dorsally alternately retouched,
and on the other hand one of them is reverse alter-
nately retouched. If we consider the colour of the
material, for three light brown flint was used, while
two are grey. Two are trapezoidal, three triangular
in cross-section. Four were formed on blades taken
from the unipolar core. One of these points is a part-
ly broken spearhead. As its direction shows at one
side, this point with a blank formed as a massive
blade was taken from the unipolar core. This light
brown flint stone point’s dorsal surface has small re-
touches, while its ventral surface has retouches only
on the haft. The length is 14-5cm, width is 5-7cm
and thickness is 2-3cm.

The finds include two (9%) perforators (Fig. 9.19-
20). The borer parts are missing; the lower part of
one is also missing. The perforator with the original
lower part has a flat butt. One of these sample’s au-
ger part is formed from lateral retouches on the dor-
sal surface; the other’s auger is formed with reverse
alternate retouches. Light brown flint stone was used
for both. Their auger parts are long. The perforators
were formed on blades. Considering their blade ta-
king directions, it can be understood that they were
from both bipolar and unipolar cores. Both are tra-
pezoid in cross-section. While perforators from Ham-
zan Tepe constituted 9% of finds, there were 7.4% in
Sefer Tepe, 17.8% in Sanlirfa-Yeni Mahalle, 6.82%
in Karahan Tepe, and about 10% in tools from Go-
bekli Tepe Phase II (Schmidt 2001.51, Fig.9; Beile-
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Bohn el. al. 1998.59; Celik 2007.
172).

End scrapers are represented with
example (4.6%), in fragmentary con-
dition. End scrapers with blades as
blanks are bipolar. Dark grey flint
was used as material. It is 6.8cm
long, 2.5cm wide, and 0.7cm thick.
While the end scrapers at Hamzan
Tepe constituted 4.6% of finds, this
ratio is 7.4% in Sefer Tepe, 13.66%
in Karahan Tepe, 6% in Sanlwurfa-Ye-
ni Mahalle and 11.2% in Gobekli
Tepe (Schmidt 2001.51, Fig. 9).

by o3 g :

el o
Fig. 6. There are small holes constructed with the pool building
technique on the bed rock, placed side by side to form a circle.

There were three hammers (13.6%)
in the flint stone tool group. The
sides of these flint stone crushers were dull from
use. One is dark brown and two are light brown flint
knobs. Their dimensions are 10.2-7.1cm by 6.7-
5.5cm by 5.4-4.6cm respectively.

There were two obsidian finds (1.4%) (Fig. 9.21-22).
There are no tools in this group, which consists only
of blade fragments. Both are of transparent black
obsidian; the dimensions are 2.2-1.7cm by 1.2 and
1.1cm by 0.3cm respectively. A technological and
typological analysis of two fragments shows that
both of their handles are formed as blades and as
their double directions show they are blades from a
bipolar core. Furthermore, similar translucent black
obsidian blades from bipolar cores were found at
Karahan Tepe, Sefer Tepe, Sanlurfa-Yeni Mahalle.

There were three samples of stone
bowl fragments (Fig. 10.2-4) - all of
chlorite - in the form of two rims
and one bowl. One is 1.8cm high,
4.9cm wide, 0.7cm thick and with a
radius of 3cm. It is not possible to
establish the radius of the other sam-
ple because only a small part of the
rim was found; it is 1.9cm high,
2.5cm wide and 0.7cm thick. The
bowl fragment is 3.8cm high, 2.3cm
wide, with a thickness of 0.7cm.
There are two parallel grooves on
the outer surface. On account of the

bowls were found at Hallan Gemi, Demirkdy, Gobek-
li Tepe, Gayonti, Karahan Tepe and Diyarbakir-Kértik
Tepe (Cambel 1974.Fig. 14; Ozdogan et. al. 1999.
Fig. 61; Rosenberg 1994.126; Rosenberg et. al. 1999.
Fig. 3). It is assumed that Kortik Tepe, where these
types of stone bowls were found in enormous num-
bers, was a trading centers for these articles (Ozka-
ya and San 2003.425).

Another item among the stone finds is a limestone
object (Fig. 10.1), 7.1cm in height, with appearance
of a phallus. From this aspect it resembles a Blan-
chard phallusl. The head is oval, with a circle deli-
neated with a groove. There is a vertical groove be-
ginning from its shoulder and runs through its base.
Its rectangular base is 3.8 x 2.7cm, and it sits squa-

fact that all of them were carved out,
there are some traces on fragments.
Similar examples of chlorite stone

Fig. 7. Immediately adjacent to these holes are three circle-like
Dpools cut into the bedrock.

1 http://www.nature.com/news/2009/090513/multimedia/news.2009.473.html
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Fig. 8. Immediately adjacent to these holes are three circle-like

pools cut into the bedrock.

rely on a level surface. There is a circular hole in a
metop formed with two vertical grooves in the base.
The hole is 0.2cm deep, and the radius is 0.5cm.

Palaeolithic assemblage

The survey at Hamzan Tepe yielded bifacials from
the Upper and Middle Acheulian Phases of the Lower
Paleolithic (Taskiran 2002.53), triedral picks, Leval-
lois cores and Levallois flakes, massive end scrapers
and end scrapers.

The Middle or Upper Acheulian Phase is marked by
the presence of triedral picks (Figs. 11.1-9; 13.2) and
bifacials (Fig. 13.1). In this phase, triedral picks are
extremely abundant. These kinds of tool were used
mainly for digging up roots (Taskiran 2003.248).
The first phase of Hamzan Tepe settlement should
be dated to the Middle or Upper Acheulian Phase of
the Lower Palaeolithic, when the settlement was
used as an open-air camp (Taskiran 2003.248). Simi-
lar finds from this period have been made in North-
ern Syria and Southeastern Anatolia (Tagkiran 2003.
247, Drawing 4; Hours 1981.Fig. 4.3).

The Palaeolithic finds at Hamzan Tepe comprised 29
(17.2%) of the samples collected. One of these is
chalcedon flint, while the remainder are of regular
flint. These finds, which in terms of technology or
typology date to the Palaeolithic, also share a com-
mon feature in having a patina. In this assemblage,
eleven (38%) are triedral picks; six end scrapers
(207%); four Clactonien flakes; three flake fragments
(10.4%); two bifacials (6.9%) - one being partly bifa-
cial; one (3.4%) shapeless core; one (3.4%) Levallois
core, and one tool with a Clactonien flake retouched
surface.

The most common tool among the
Paleolithic lithic assemblage was the
triedral pick (Figs. 11.1-9; 13.2). We
may assume the picks were used for
digging flint stone knobs in the quar-
ries at Hamzan Tepe.

Eleven (38%) triedral picks were
found. Five are complete, while the
upper parts of three are partly mis-
sing. The cross-sections of the points
of all the triedral pics are triangular.
All are formed on flakes, except for
one (Fig. 13.2). The point of the one
made from a knob is fragmentary
and missing.

The partial points of the triedral picks vary in length
between 8.1 and 5cm, in width between 3.9 and
2.4cm, and in thickness between 2.2 and 1.2cm. One
is dark grey and two are grey flint; one has an en-
crusted surface. The retouches of these three were
formed by alternate bifacial flaking on the dorsal
surface. The handles of the five complete picks are
flakes; the points are triangular in cross section. Four
are grey flint; one is light brown. The surfaces of four
of them are partly crusted. Three have flat butts,
while the other butts have been removed. Retouches
of all the samples was generally done with big flak-

Fig. 10. Limestone phallus (?) object (1), stone bowl
JSragments (2-4).
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Fig. 9. Cores (1,2), Strap blade fragments (3, 4), Byblos points (5-12), unidentified arrowhead fragments

(13-16), Nemrik points (17, 18), perforators (19, 20), obsidian blade fragments (21, 22).
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ing from the ventral surface or dor-
sal surface. In some case, only the
body and point were partly retou-
ched on them ventral surface. The
lengths vary between 11.7 and
9.6cm, widths between 7.2 and
4.3cm, and thickness between 3.5
and 2.1cm. Two of three triedral
picks which were found incomplete
are of grey, one of beige (cream)
flint. The point of one of the picks is
missing, while the points of the two
are partly missing. The handles of
both are flakes. Their points are tri-
angular in cross-sections and the
lengths range from 13 to 8.7cm, the
widths from 8.3 to 5.5cm, and thick-
ness from 4.7 to 2.4cm. Two have
partly encrusted dorsal surfaces (Fig.
11.5-6). The retouches on one pick
with a missing point were formed
with big flaking on two surfaces; and
on another, the surface has been to-
tally removed with flaking. The oth-
ers have been retouched on only two
surfaces. There were six tools in this
group (Fig. 11.1-4). Four were found
complete, but two with parts absent.
Three have blade handles, three have
flake handles. Three are crested end
scrapers, two are end scrapers, and

one of them is a rounded end scraper.

There are three carinated end scrapers, the lower
part of two being absent. The butt of the complete
sample is flat. One is from a flake, the other two
from blades. Two of these carinated end scrapers
are grey and one is beige (cream) flint, the length
of the complete sample is 10.6cm the width 5.4cm,
and the thickness 2.3cm (Fig.12.1-3).

The butts of the two convex end scrapers have blade
handles removed by flaking, and are trapezoidal in
cross-section. Both have partly encrusted surfaces.
The grey flint end scrapers have only one side dor-
sally retouched. Their lengths are 12.3 and 10.2cm,
their widths 3.6 and 3cm, their thickness 1.1 and
0.9cm respectively.

Only a single disc-shaped scraper with a flake han-
dle was found, its butt was removed by flaking (Fig.
12.3). This scraper, which is retouched on the dor-
sal surface with large and small flaking, is grey flint;
it is 9cm long, 6.6cm wide and 3.5cm thick.

Fig. 11. Triedral picks.

Only two bifacials were found at Hamzan Tepe. One
is complete; the point of the other is absent. One is
bifacial; the other is a usual (almond shaped) bifa-
cial (Fig. 13.1). The lower parts of both surfaces of
this almond shaped bifacial are encrusted. The si-
des of this bifacial - the whole surface of which was
shaped with big flaking - are dull. It is brown flint;
the length is 10.9cm, the width 5.8cm, and the thick-
ness 4.3cm. The form dates this example to the
Acheulian Period (Taskiran 2002.53).

One of them, which is of brown flint, with a flat butt,
is formed on a Clactonien flake; this partly bifacial
is encrusted on one dorsal side. On both sides of the
dorsal surface there are retouches formed with large
flaking. On the other hand, on its ventral surface
there is flaking only on the lower part. It is 8.7cm
long 6.3cm wide and 2.5cm thick.

A shapeless core was made of grey flint stone, one
side of which is missing. Preparation technique can
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be seen on its striking platform. The dimensions of
this partly encrusted core are 12.2 cm long, 8.4cm
wide and 5.4cm thick. There is a considerable
amount of flaking on the encrusted surface.

The recurrent Levallois core of grey flint (Fig. 14.1)
is bipolar and well prepared. Its dimensions are
10.4cm long, 9.7cm wide and 2.9cm thick. There are
traces of encrustation on it. It has closer similarities
with the Levallois cores of Tigris region than with
the usual Levallois cores of the Upper Euphrates.

There are four flakes in the assemblage made by
Clactonien flaking technique. All have flat butts;
three have partly encrusted surfaces. On the surface
of one, there are traces of dehydration (Fig. 14.2).
The striking platforms and angle of the flaking side
on all are wide. One of them the preparation has
been made so that it converts into an end scraper
(Fig. 14.3). Two are grey, one beige (cream) and one
of light brown flint. Their lengths are between 10.1
and 7cm, widths between 8.6 and 4.7cm, and thick-
ness between 3.5 and 1.9cm.

The flaked handle was identified in the Clactonien
flakes assemblage. Its dorsal (upper) surface was cor-

Fig. 13. Bifacial axe (1) and triedral pick (2).

2 Personal Communication with Prof. Dr. Harun Tagkiran.
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Fig. 12. End scrapers.

rected by flaking. The upper part of the ventral sur-
face was corrected as well. The lower side of the up-
per surface is encrusted. The tool is 4.3cm length,
6.8cm wide and 2.8cm thick. Parallels were recove-
red at [lisu, Karkamis and from the Birecik region?.

Concluding remarks

The most interesting aspect of Hamzan Tepe is the
co-presence of two periods separated by a long pe-
riod of time, the first being the Acheulian phase of
the Palaeolithic, while the second one is Phase B of
the Pre-Pottery Neolithic. The closest settlements con-
temporary with Hamzan Tepe from the Pre-Pottery
Neolithic are Sanlurfa-Yeni Mahalle, located about
10km north (Celik 2000.6), and Gobekli Tepe, about
25km east (Schmidt 2002.24). The small finds are
similar to those from the Sanlurfa-Yeni Mahalle and
Gobekli Tepe settlements (Celik 2003.37, 53; Schmidt
1998.4bb. 5.4, 6.4). The pools cut into the bed rock
and the holes used for those pools are similar to
pools and holes at Gobekli Tepe and Karahan Tepe
(Celik 2000.7; Beile-Bohn et al. 1998.Abb. 20).



Hamzan Tepe in the light of new finds

Fig. 14. Clactonien flakes (1-3).

The current section of the Hamzan Tepe settlement
resembles the south-western section of Gobekli Tepe.
Two different areas have been excavated there, and
the ground level ranges from 10 to 40cm from bed
rock. In the first area a stele and the base of a kind
of game animal stand in situ (Beile-Bohn et al. 1998.

66, Abb. 30). The second was the base for two cen-
tral piers cut into bed rock, and next to which are
pools and adjacent holes cut in the shape of a com-
plete circle and thought to be used in the pool cut-
ting technique (Z.c. Abb.20). Moreover, in both the
areas excavated flint waste has been found. This
amount of waste, as well as the numbers of pools
and holes cut into bed rock on the surface at Gobek-
li Tepe is similar to Hamzan Tepe. All these similari-
ties strengthen the possibility that these areas were
used as workshops or marked the boundaries of the
settlement.

In a new survey carried out at the settlement in
2010, two round plan spaces, one of which is stable,
were found. The dimensions of the rocks used for
this building are the most prominent features diffe-
rentiating it from round plan structures found else-
where. It would not be wrong to argue that this buil-
ding is the one and the only example of a civic buil-
ding in the Urfa region. Furthermore, prospective
excavations in Hamzan Tepe area in areas as yet un-
explored could date this settlement to Phase A of the
Pre-Pottery Neolithic.
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